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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 4, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1/3/06 
has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-14,16-19, 21-25, 27, 28, 30-33, 35, 36, 38 and 41 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wu et al. (6700933), (hereinafter referred to 
as "Wu"). 

As for Claim's 1, 2, 6, 7, 11, 12, 16, 17 and 21-41, Wu etal. teaches a method 
and system for encoding and decoding a video sequence of pictures by generating a 
first body of data, that he calls the base layer and lower quality video, as well as a 
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second body of data that is dependent upon the video sequence and a reconstructed 
portion of the first body of data, this he calls this the enhancement layers and higher 
quality video (Wu: Column 3, lines 17-26). He teaches reusing the circuitry for 
generating the first body of data that generates the second body of data in Figure 9. 
The output of Reference numbers 208 and 210 are inputs for the second body of data. 
Figure 20 shows the decoding operations on the first and second bodies of data. Figure 
20 also shows the combing of the first and second bodies of data which is also useful in 
reusing the circuitry for decoding the first and second bodies of data at Reference points 
626 and 622. The output of these reference points shows how they are then inputs to 
the second body of data. Figure 20 also shows how the output of Reference point 632 
combines the clipped data of the first and second bodies of data where the 
reconstructed portion of the first body of data includes data that have been clipped (Wu: 
Column 21 , lines 37-41 ; see also Figure 20). While Wu fails to disclose the 
enhancement processing is independent of any intermediate data in the base layer, Wu 
does disclose that the enhancement or higher quality layers are predicted form at least 
the same or lower quality layer, but not necessarily the base layer (Wu: column 7, lines 
17-20). The examiner notes that in the cases where multiple enhancement layers are 
used, as show in Wu's figures 4-5, the enhancement layers can be processed without 
using information from the base layer. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement the 
enhancement processing independent of data in the base layer in order to obtain an 
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apparatus that operates more efficiently by not relying on data from previous 
calculations. 

As for Claim's 3, 8, 14 and 19, Wu et al. teaches that the units of the second 
bodies of data include a block of video data (Wu: Column 10, lines 14-28). 

As for Claim's 5, 10, 13 and 18, Wu et al. teaches a method and instructions to 
determine the difference between the source video sequence and the reconstructed 
portion of the first body of data (Wu: Column 21, lines 8-15; Column 22, lines 10-17). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dave Czekaj whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7327. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9 hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mehrdad Dastouri can be reached on (571) 272-7418. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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